ARISTOTLE'S ETHICS.

BOOK X.

CHAP. L
The reasons ivhy it is necessary to treat of pleasure.

1. IT follows next perhaps to discuss the subject of plea-
sure 3 for it seems above every thing else to be intimately
connected with our formation. Hence they educate young
rncnj steering them by pleasure and pain. It seems also to
be of the greatest consequence towards the attainment of
moral virtue,, that they should take delight in what they
ought, and hate what they ought; for these feelings continue
through the whole of life, carrying with them great weight
and influence towards virtue and a happy life ; for men de-
liberately choose what is pleasant,, and fly from what is
painful.

2. But it would seem that we ought by no means to pass
over such feelings as these; especially as they give rise to
much difference of opinion. For some say that pleasure is
the summum bonum; others, on the contrary^ that it is utterly
bad 5 some of these last perhaps persuaded that it really is
so $ but others thinking that it is better for human life to
declare pleasure to be among bad things, even if it is not ao,
because the majority of mankind incline towards it, and arc
slaves to their pleasures 5 and therefore that it is right to lead